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LORD, you were favorable to your land; 
you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
You forgave the iniquity of your people; 
you pardoned all their sin. 
You withdrew your wrath; 
You turned from your hot anger. 
4Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 
and put away your indignation toward us. 
Will you be angry with us forever? 
will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
Will you not revive us again, 
so that your people may rejoice in you? 
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, 
and grant us your salvation. 
8Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 
for he will speak peace to his people, 
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 
that his glory may dwell in our land. 
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 
righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 
and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
The LORD will give what is good, 
and our land will yield its increase. 
Righteousness will go before him, 
and will make a path for his steps. ~Psalm 85 (NRSV) 
 

Have you read the books or seen “A Series of Unfortunate Events?” In this series, there is a young, spoiled girl; Carmelita. 
She is incredibly selfish and wants things done her way, RIGHT NOW, complete with the stamping of a foot and hands 
on her hips. I think she sometimes is the epitome of our society. We, too, have hard things happen, like not being able to 
be in person for school or wanting a vaccine for coronavirus and we want things to change RIGHT NOW.  
 

I’ve got hard news for you, though. That’s just not how the world works.  
 

Psalm 85 begins with the end. It talks about restoration of Israel after the long exile – a period of time when the leaders 
were either killed or sent to live far away from the people. But as we keep reading verses 4-7, we realize that the 
restoration has not yet happened. The people sit in a period of waiting, of longing for something different.  
 

The last verses 8-13 explain how Psalm 85 can begin with hope. God is righteous. God is faithful. God is steadfast love. 
God is peace. Knowing all this, even in the midst of exile, the Israelites know that things will get better. They trust in the 
promise that is to come.  
 

To me one of the most amazing parts about this is that this restoration may not even happen in their lifetime. But they 
still have hope. We are currently living in a similar waiting pattern. The vaccine is not yet here, but we have hope that 
the day will come when we can leave our exile and be with one another once again. This may not look the same as we 
remember or even desire, but restoration will come. Our role is to have faith in God to continue to care for us in exile and 
to live righteously in order to care for those who are most vulnerable. 
 

Prayer: God of restoration, we long to be together once again. We long for the world to be different. In the midst of our 
waiting, keep us focused on you and on care of our neighbor to protect our community for the goodness ahead. Amen. 
 

Thought for the Day: Where do you doubt and need God’s steadfast love to carry you through the longest of nights? 


